
Department of the Interior
Seismic Safety Program

The Interior Seismic Safety Program and the individual bureau Programs were developed in the
mid 1990's to respond to a specific series of Executive Orders and Public Laws.  In summary,
agencies were required to identify owned buildings that were not capable of providing minimum
life-safety performance during anticipated earthquakes and provide the associated seismic
rehabilitation cost estimates.

The Interior Seismic Safety Program met these requirements in December 1998 with the report
“Interior Seismic Safety Program Executive Summary, Estimated Seismic Rehabilitation Costs,
and Data Submittal to FEMA” in which over $675M of seismic rehabilitation needs were
identified on a building-specific basis.

The Interior Program is a recognized leader in the Federal Seismic Safety community through our
proactive approach at applying risk-based decision making to the rehabilitation of a large group
of seismically deficient buildings.  In many cases, the tools required for this approach were not
available from any source and were developed by the Program.  Risk-based decision making
allows Interior bureaus to pursue risk reduction in a prioritized and cost effective manner. 
Working with existing funding, bureau Seismic Safety Programs have completed and continue to
complete risk reduction projects for extremely high risk, bureau-owned buildings occupied by
our employees, other Federal, State and local employees and the visiting public.

Please contact one of the Interior Seismic Safety Co-Coordinators or one of your individual
bureau seismic safety contact for additional information.

John R. Baals, P.E.
Interior Seismic Safety Co-Coordinator
Bureau of Reclamation
   Phone: 303-445-3222
   E-Mail: jbaals@do.usbr.gov

Kurt Gernerd
Interior Seismic Safety Co-Coordinator
Interior Office of Managing Risk and Public Safety
   Phone: 202-208-5399
   E-Mail: kgernerd@ios.doi.gov

Elizabeth Smith
Bureau of Land Management
   Phone: 303-969-2554
   E-Mail:Elizabeth_Smith@blm.gov 

Richard Silva
National Park Service
   Phone: 303-969-2552
   E-Mail:Rich_Silva@nps.gov

Michael Wright
Office of Surface Mining
   Phone: 202-208-2608
   E-Mail: mwright@osmre.gov

Rick Rampi, DEN
U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service
   Phone: 303-984-6869
   E-Mail:rick_rampi@mail.fws.gov

E.V. Leyendecker
U.S. Geological Survey
   Phone:   303-273-8565
   E-Mail: leyendecker.USGS.DOI_Mail

Eufracio Sabay, P.E.
Bureau of Indian Affairs
   Phone: 505-346-6518


